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The ‘Shape Coding’ system was designed to teach grammatical rules to 
school-aged children with SLI. It has been developed over the last 12 years 
mainly for use with children in Key Stages 2 and 3 (aged 7-14 years) although 
it has also been used with younger and older pupils. It aims to use the visual 
strengths of many children with SLI by using a visual coding system to 
represent grammatical features of English. The system includes use of 
colours (parts of speech), arrows (tense and aspect) and shapes (syntactic 
and argument structure). It has been used to teach children the following 
aspects of grammar: 
 

• Parts of speech 
• Questions 
• Past vs present tense 
• Noun-verb agreement 
• Verb argument structure 
• Passive vs active sentences 
• Dative sentences 
• Embedded structures 
• Conjunctions 

 
 
This workshop will introduce participants to the basics of the Shape Coding 
system and the variety of ways in which it can be used. It will include practical 
activities to encourage an active understanding of the system (bring your 
coloured pencils!) Evidence for the effectiveness of Shape Coding will be also 
provided as well as discussions of which students may or may not benefit. 
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